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Adjectival Vocabulary Production by Intermediate and Advanced Korean
Learners of Japanese

KUROSAKI Ami and MATSUSHITA Tatsuhiko

Producing words for conversation or composition is different from processing words receptively.
In the productive use of a word, knowledge about context and collocation is essential, and the
retrieval of the word is equally important. To explore the differences between the productive and
receptive uses of a word, we conducted experiments in which intermediate and advanced Korean
learners of Japanese were required in a free production task to recall words they had previously
learned. The main findings are: 1) Compared to native Japanese speakers, the intermediate and
advanced Korean learners of Japanese used more high-frequency and prototypical words, and fewer
low-frequency words; 2) Compared to the production of second language (Japanese) words, these
Korean learners of Japanese produced lower-frequency words in their first language (Korean).
There was no difference in word frequency levels in the words both groups produced in their first
languages (Korean and Japanese); 3) The level of vocabulary production in the free recall tasks for
the Korean learners of Japanese had no correlation with the results of a grammar test and a
controlled production test. In other words, the development of free vocabulary production is not in
proportion to the development of controlled vocabulary production; 4) In cases where the learners
could not free-recall the words that they could produce in the controlled production task, they
tended to produce words whose meanings overlap with the unretrieved target words. These findings
suggest that opportunities to retrieve and use words seem to be necessary to increase the size of free

active vocabulary.

(KUROSAKI: Labo Japanese Language Institute,
MATSUSHITA: Graduate School,Victoria University of Wellington)
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