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Summary

These past few years, despite the fact that the concept of
international studies is not very clear, a number of Japanese
universities have established faculties of international studies or
departments with similar names. From the standpoint of
Japanese language teaching, the concept of international studies
appears to be a useful one to make a syllabus for advanced-level
students. This is because foreign students studying Japanese
treat the various problems and issues involved by considering the
relations between their own countries and Japan.

With the aim of making a syllabus for advanced-level
students of Japanese, I analyzed the uses and meanings of the
two lexical constituents “kokusai” (international) and “hikaku”
(comparative) in forming various technical terms in international
studies. Following that, I collected all the technical terms which
have either “kokusai,” “hikaku,” “chikyu” (global) or “sekai”
(world) in the National Diet Library List of Subject Headings
(NDLSH) and the Nihon Decimal Classification (NDC) indexes.
I then constructed an index, and classified the various fields in
international studies in accordance with this index. I also inves-
tigated in what way the term “kokusai” is being used in the
various faculties, and how, within the Japanese university insti-
tutional setting, faculties of international studies were placed in
relation to the various other academic disciplines.

I also explore, at the end my paper, the question of how the
concept of international studies could be employed in the study
of the Japanese language and Japanese studies in general.

* * *
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