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Features of Medical Terminology with a Special Focus

on Verbs: Comparison with BCCW.J
SAEGUSA, Reiko! MARUYAMA, Takehiko! IORI, Isao?
MATSUSHITA, Tatsuhiko? ISHIKAWA, Kazunobu* KOBAYASHI, Gen*
SHINAGAWA, Nagisa® INADA, Tomoaki¢ YAMAMOTO, Kazuaki® ENDQ, Orie
I Sehool of Letters, Senshu University
2 Center for Global Fducation and Exchange, Hitotsubashi University
3 (raduate School of Arts and Sciences, University of Tokyo

4 School of Medicine, International University of Health and Welfare

& Center for Liberal Arts, International University of Health and Welfare

Recently, there has been an increase in the number of international students in Japanese medical schools.
For those students, intensive support for learning Japanese as it is used in the medical sciences is
essential. In this study, we carried out a comparison of verbs used in four typieal medical textbooks and
verbs identified using the Balanced Corpus of Contemporary Written Japanese (BCCWJ). Frequently
used verbs in medical textbooks were identified using morphological analysis, then their usage was
carefully examined. Commonly used verbs such as suiry, aru, iru topped the list of frequently used words
in medical textbooks, but we also observed unique verbs not listed in the former Japanese Language
Proficiency Test word list. From the top 30 high frequency verbs in medical textbooks, we selected eight
verbs whose usage frequency was significantly higher than in the BCCWJ frequency list for a more
detailed examination, Qur analysis revealed that (1) certain verbs in medical textbooks (e.g., mitomeru,
kitasu, utagaw) have a different or more narrow meaning than in the BCCWJ, and (2) other verbs (e.g.,

tomonau, shojiru) have a different usage from that in the BCCWJ.

Keywords: teaching Japanese for international medical students, medical terms, collocations, BCCWJ
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